
Collect 
data 
anywhere
Powerful and flexible platform to collect the 
data you need wherever it is. 

Used by researchers, field teams, and other 
professionals to collect data that matters.

AFP Training

AFP Training



Used by millions 
globally

Trusted at scale

2M people send
250M submissions each year



Open source and …
The Land Cruiser 
of data collection



● RHoMIS has used ODK to conduct 54K 
standardized farming household interviews  
in 36 countries.

● ECAAS used ODK to collect high-quality 
ground truth about smallholder farms that 
could power AI models.

● Ethos uses ODK to help brands, farmers, and 
buyers responsibly measure and scale the 
impacts of regenerative agriculture. 

Success stories

Source: Advanced system for rural household surveys

https://www.rhomis.org/
https://cropanalytics.net/
https://www.ethosrov.com/
https://www.rhomis.org/


● International Potato Center uses ODK to 
digitize extension services in Ghana

● International Livestock Research Institute 
uses ODK for meat inspection in Uganda

● International Institute of Tropical Agriculture 
uses ODK for crop price data in Nigeria

● Food and Agriculture Organization uses an 
ODK form to standardize soil description.

● World Food Program uses ODK for many food 
security assessments

More impact

Source: Digitizing gender transformative interventions

https://cipotato.org/blog/digitalizing-gender-transformative-integrated-agriculture-nutrition-marketing-interventions/
https://www.ilri.org/news/open-data-kit-improve-livestock-disease-surveillance-and-reporting-uganda
https://guardian.ng/features/nrcri-holds-workshop-on-price-data-innovation-for-food-system-support/
https://www.isric.org/news/soil-description-devtool
https://resources.vam.wfp.org/data-analysis/quantitative/food-security/food-consumption-score
https://resources.vam.wfp.org/data-analysis/quantitative/food-security/food-consumption-score
https://cipotato.org/blog/digitalizing-gender-transformative-integrated-agriculture-nutrition-marketing-interventions/


Compatible services
Ona, KoboToolbox, FormShare, etc

Related, but incompatible
CommCare, SurveyCTO, Survey123, etc

ODK services
ODK Cloud

ODK products
ODK Collect app, ODK Central server

ODK components
XLSForm, Enketo

Ecosystem overview



● Incentivizing contributions

● Predictable and sensible resourcing

● Governance slowing hard decisions

What we’ve 
struggled with



Monthly recurring revenue

● Prioritization by “doers”

● Accepting single vendor reality

● ODK Cloud has been a win-win

How we became 
sustainable







“There is a rich and vibrant community, 
the developing team are very proactive in 
engaging with users…

Perhaps the best thing about ODK though, is 
that it is always improving.”



Open source isn’t magic



Community only goes so far



Project structure sets incentives



Funding sources matters



Consistency wins the race



● Entities store data about people, places, 
and things that may change over time.

● Drive workflows by creating, reading, and 
updating entities with forms.

● Enables longitudinal data collection, 
case management, and more.

● Most requested feature and made possible 
because of changes made to project.

● Have a project that needs Entities? 
Request a demo at https://getodk.org 

Entities

https://getodk.org


Questions?
yanokwa@getodk.org 

Connect on LinkedIn

mailto:yanokwa@getodk.org

